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DRAFT Minutes of Meeting held on 13th November 2025
(at Aboyne Library)
Attending
Community Councillors
Martin Ogden (MO) (Chair), Grahame Wilson (GW) (Treasurer), Chris Grieve (CG) (acting Minute Secretary), Mike Brown (MB), Rose Bradford (RB), Alastair Brodie (AB).

LPP Representatives
Graham Colclough (GC), Alastair White (AW)

Aberdeenshire Councillors
Cllr Sarah Brown (CSB)

Others
Dilyss Hudson (DH) 
DH was allowed to speak first by the Chair. This is recorded under item 4a. DH then left the meeting.
Welcome, Apologies and Conflicts
Apologies: Alison Pollock (AP), Cllr Anouk Kloppert (CAK), Cllr Geva Blackett (CGB)
Any conflicts of interest declared: None.
Minutes of meetings – for approval
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd October 2025 were approved as a true record.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3vgtjipi8aa8]Matters arising/Actions status
	#
	Topic
	Status
	Responsible / Action
	Opened
	Status

	1
	Local resident concerned about flooding, particularly in the Co-op car park.
	We believe this is the responsibility of the Co-op but have received information that it may be council own.
	The Co-op have been contacted by MO – awaiting response.
Action MO to contact again.
	Jun-25
	Open

	2
	Find generator maintenance provider and get generators serviced.
	Dinnet Garage were contacted to service the 3 generators: Dinnet, Aboyne and Kinker.
	Thank to MO, this work has been completed at a cost of ca. £1350.
	Sep-25
	Closed

	3
	Speeding Data
	MB asked if Sgt M could show if people stopped were locals or not; also if speeding was within/outwith villages 
	MO to get feedback from Sgt Mason. 
Action MO to contact again.
	Sep-25
	Open

	5
	Wheelchair access 
	Arrange Review. No progress at Oct meeting.

No progress by Nov meeting.
Actions MB, CG to be done.
AW noted that the LPP had a 100 comments related to pram wheelchair and mobility scooter access problems in the village.
	Action MO to contact EMMc 

MB to contact mobility scooter user re’ accessibility. 

CG to approach AccessAble to see if survey can be done. 

Can specific areas be identified to improve?
	Aug-25
	Open

	5
	Funding – Grant from Council and New Accounting
	GW wrote to and called Kirsty MacLeod at the Council to gain an understanding of what was required.
	There was, and is not, expected to be any clarity in the near term. GW has created a new pot in the accounts called “New Restricted Administrative Fund”
	Sep-25
	Open

	6
	Lack of 20 mph in Aboyne and Dinnet.
	Cllr SB provided an update. At the meeting on 4th Nov, the 10 Marr Area (MA) councillors referred to the Infrastructure Services Committee those public speed limit requests that could not be approved by MA because they did comply with the speed limit criteria, viz: Aboyne A93 west end 60 mph to 30 mph; Aboyne A93 30 mph to 20 mph; Tarland Rd 30 mph to 20 mph; Dinnet 30 mph to 20 mph.
	Cllr SB provided feedback. 

2 areas were passed by MA, viz: extending Tarland road 30 mph to the north; and extending Dinnet A97 30 mph north and south.

4 were rejected by MA and passed on to Infrastructure Services Committee.

The councillors support the speed reduction of the 4 rejected zones.
	Sep-25
	Open



Correspondence and Communication
a) Request for a Bus Service South of Aboyne Bridge – DH
DH attended the meeting to advocate for a bus service from the south side of the bridge to help those stranded by the closure of the bridge to traffic in Nov 23 and its likely repair date of Jan 27, which she said was a ridiculously long time to solve a problem and leave people without help. She had canvassed opinion and believed that the Coop and other business’ revenue was down because of lack of access – people were going to Ballater – in her opinion.
MO said that the MDCC had acted twice to canvas support for a bus and on both occasions the support in Birse & Ballogie (B&B) wasn’t there. DH lives in Birsemore directly across the bridge and recognised the lack of B&B support. She asked to see what the MDCC could do. It was the Council’s fault for not monitoring the bridge condition and as a tax payer why should people on the south side of the bridge suffer. She asked for MDCC help.
CG took an action to understand the current dial-a-bus route and whether Birsemor could be incorporated into this service.
The discussion broadened and GC asked whether there were penalty clause in the bridge repair contract to assure the work was completed by Jan 27. MO took an action to find out.
b) Ethyl- May McCreadie (EMMcC) Request for Help. This was discussed and MO would follow up as to why the Council has not replied to EMMcC’s letter within the given time.

c) Unified Statement (Draft) by NESCCC (North East of Scotland Convention of Community Councils)
This umbrella group of community councils was requesting support:
NESCCC calls on the Scottish Government to: -

1. Pause all major applications, given the impact upon our communities, until a clear National Energy Strategy is in place and an Economic Impact Assessment is undertaken.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk212891566]Establish an Independent Commission to examine the cumulative impact of all major renewable energy infrastructure developments, including transmission, storage and generation, with all ancillary infrastructure, on our communities, landscape and regional economy.

3. Develop a cohesive National Energy Strategy for energy generation, storage and transmission, in consultation with communities across Scotland, with clearly defined, pragmatic targets and spatial planning, based on Scotland’s needs.

This was discussed by the meeting. Two actions were taken by CG: to find out if the MDCC had singed up to NESCCC (and to do so if not) and to support the NESCCC call to the Scottish Government at this stage.

d) New Powers for Community Councils – Poll. Discussed. Agreed MDCC not interested.
e) Christmas Lights Insurance. A complex situation whereby the Games Committee have agreed to store and put up the lights but are wanting the MDCC to provide Public Liability insurance for the installation/taking down, accidentally and deliberate damage. It is believed that the storage of the lights in the Games shed is covered under Games insurance.
A safety risk assessment would be required for the insurance, but difficult for MDCC to do given that Games people would be putting up the lights. MO offered to try and get a resolution – difficult given he is away for next 2 weeks and Christmas looming.
f) Dess – Woodland Creation Scheme
Discussed. No objections – new forestry in a forested area. Action AP to put on Aboyne Local and CG on Kinker FB page.
g) Government and SEPA Responses to Petition
Long documents – discussed and noted. No conclusions or actions.
h) Glen Dye Wind Farm – SSEN Application for an Overhead Power Line Connection – Request to Support Objection.
Discussed – AW noted the accommodation was being set-up for the workers on new power line and so was a fait a complis. That said it was agreed that the MDCC support the objection to ask that the cable be underground over the summit of the Cairn o’Mount. CG to write.

Reports
Treasurer GW provided a report to the meeting, but noted that it needed to be updated to account for the expenditure incurred in servicing the 3 generators. Action GW to send out updated report.
a) £1,020 was taken from the Maintenance Equipment fund, leaving a balance of £47. An additional £329 was taken from the SSEN Resilience fund leaving a balance of £1685. In total therefore £1,349 was spent on the servicing of the 3 generators in Dinnet, Aboyne and Kinker.
A New Restricted Administrative Fund has been set-up by GW to meet the Council financial reporting system. The annual Council funding for the MDCC will be paid into this account, when it is received – it hasn’t yet.
At the last meeting it was minuted that the £1000 restricted NESCAN fund become unrestricted and be reallocated. It is minuted here that these funds will be moved into The General Unrestricted fund as agreed by all.
GW will need to contact Virgin Bank again to get MB added as a back account signatory, as agreed at the last meeting.
b) Aberdeenshire Councillors’ Report
Cllr SB provided a report, the bulk of which was covered in earlier item 3.6 on the 20 mph situation. Additionally it was added that the Community Hospital Session on the 5th November was well attended. Also that the deadline for comments is the 20th November at   
Action AP to advertise this on Aboyne FB, CG on Kinker FB.
c) Planning Applications – None.
Aboyne Bridge
No update – expected to be completed by Jan 2027.
[bookmark: _heading=h.49pqoiuwe9dt]MDCC sub-groups

a) LPP (Local Place Plan) – Updates provided by Graham Colclough (GC), Alastair White (AW)

Three areas of work were presented:
i) The Aboyne Hub. This is both a virtual and a physical hub, the latter to be located in the Victory Hall, After some wobbles this seems to be progressing well with +ve conservations and design work produced by Olga. Steve has secured funding of £2k to £3k to get this off the ground. Currently scoping what services will be provided at The Hub.
ii)   Aboyne Business Association (ABA) is currently a “loose” organisation, that said with an impressive 127 businesses registered. An excellent meeting was held recently in Glen Tanar Hall with ca. 30 people in attendance. The Estate made a well-received presentation, and there were +ve discussions on ideas and challenges.
iii)   Governance. Objective is to create stronger collaboration across the 24 LPP initiatives and some 70 organisations which the 3000 Aboyne residents are members of. Some of the initiatives are specific and can run themselves, some can be grouped, whilst others cross-cut the entire LPP.
The LPP plan to keep attending the MDCC meetings and may increase their representation/ join the MDCC, which was welcomed by the Chair MO.
There are ca. 6 LPP in communities and villages up and down the Dee Valley and there are common topics which all are in broad agreement on – river flooding being an example. The idea of each community leading a topic was discussed, viz: Aboyne – Transport, Banchory ??. Also of having a Lead for the Valley. The idea here is that a Strong Voice gives Better Solutions.
Funding is an obvious constraint and needs to be seriously addressed – not just in terms of finding source, but also big investment. The LLP team are meeting the ACT next Tuesday in advance of the ACT meeting next Wednesday (19th Nov).
b) Communications – No update.
c) Aboyne Community Trust (ACT) – CG unable to attend last meeting
d) Kincardine O’Neil Community Association – No comments

[bookmark: _heading=h.g4f8h9lx5s2j][bookmark: _heading=h.68pcaqdfrkw]Any Other Competent Business
LLP Members Graham Colclough (GC) and Alastair White (AW) asked that they be included in the Minutes and Agenda e-mails.

Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting will be on Thursday 22nd January at 7pm in the Aboyne Library in the Community Centre.  
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